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ARTS

Much collectiveness, little independence in printm
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By Judy Birke

WOODBRIDGE — “Collective
Independence,” on view
April 21 at the Jewish Community
Center of Greater New Haven, isa
10th-anmiversary celebration for
the Printmakers’ Network of
Southerm New England. With this,
the group's third portfolio of prints
its members aim to highlight the
group's “collective personality.anc
the continuing dialogue between
unity and independence.”

Indeed, while these artists
appear quite unified in their compe

tence as printmakers, there’s little
in this presentation of 21 prints that
is truly independent. In general, the
aesthetic is pretty slight and conser
vative, both in and narra-
tive, lacking the fresh visual allure
and technical originality that distin-
guish much contemporary print-
making. Somehow the energizing

LEFT: "Mabou,” a relief woodcu
by Jim Lee.

Photos courtesy of Printmakers’ Network

Kim Tester's reduction screen print, “Crossing Point-Guide Me Through.”
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kers’ portfolio exhibition

dynamic that often acts as a catalyst
for collaborative efforts appears
not to have kicked in here.

Of course, part of the problem
can be chalked up to the predictable
difficulty of capturing the goal and
spirit of an artist in an exhibition
that includes only one piece by
each participant. In addition, these
works have certain limitations as
parts of a portfolio of a given size
and format — a fact that may
account for the limited range of
ideas and effects.

Nevertheless, some works stand
| out,

! Inhercollograph, “Inside/Out-
| side — Exit,” Grace Bentley-

P | Scheck finds beauty in unexpected

places.

In what appears to be an aban-
doned back comidor, an unpic-
turesque view becomes an engag-
mng scene. The subtlety of tone and
vanety of texture reflect a moodi-
ness that tums the mundane subject
into an evocative drama of associa-
tions and possibilities.

Carol Strause FitzSimonds”
aquatint, “My Place at the Table,”
isa thoughtful treatment of every-
day fare.

This is a well-drafted, well-
composed sepia image of a section
of aroom with an empty chairat a
table. Elegantly punctuated by

shadows and Ings, it possess-
es astiming, tative quality that
hints at touching domestic narra-
tives.

Kim Tester’s reduction screen
pﬁm.'fmmg Point-Guide Me
Through,” a stnking burst of vibrat-
ing color and dynamic rhythm,
brstles with acrackling energy and
spontancity. The artist is clearly at
ease with the possibilities of her
medium.
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Show: “Collective Inde-
endence”
ace: Jewish Communi-
ty Center of Greater New
Haven, 360 Amity Road,
Woodbridge
When: Through April 21,
Mon.-Thurs.9a.m.-9
p.m., Fri.and Sun.9 a.m.-
5p.m.
Admission: Free
Info: (203) 387-2522

Other interesting pieces include
Shirley Bernstein's woodcut/etch-
ing, “Mist Rising,” a loosely com-
posed, pensive landscape of varied
textural effects, and Melody
Knight Leary's relief/intaglio,
“Nesting,” a tightly constructed,
well-realized, direct, semi-abstract
mage.
Speaking of form and content,
have you seen those gigantic green
things that have begun to popup
along the Orange Street comidor in
New Haven?

I'm told that these bizarmo
forms, reminiscent of ominous
alien creatures, are the latest in traf- |
fic-light fixtures in the city.

Well, you can call them what
you want, but there's noway you
can convince me that on some dark |
and foggy night, these things are
nol going o make an attemnpt to
dclivarmmamdﬂ'iﬂmﬂ.

Justto play it safe, I'm driving
down Whitney Avenue from now
0.

Judy Birke of New Haven is a free-
lance writer and an consultant, [




